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capability of creating them. A thorough research should, there-
fore, precede the planning in this field, more even than in the
otheVs. We should consider life as one coherent whole, surveying
all its aspects, and correlating every single aspect to the potential
recreation, thus looking at and dealing with the problem in the
light of action and reaction. Every special kind of work should be
counter-balanced by a suitable active or passive recreation. It is
evident that such a research demands quite a new approach to this
problem, and that it will cover a vast field.
In spite of this obvious lack of knowledge and experience certain
points of view are already manifest. Outdoor recreation has so
many aspects that we cannot deal with them within the framework
of this book. Only a few principles to which due consideration
should be given in the National Plan need be mentioned.
Recreational areas can be provided by national, regional and local
agencies. An efBcient inter-relationship between these various
types and a co-ordination of the various commercial activities
serving these areas should be established. There must be a clear
distinction between public and private enterprise so that each
finds its proper place in a nation-wide plan for recreational
facilities. It will need a detailed study not only of the situation
and size of the areas which are to be preserved but also of their
possible internal structure; i.e. should existing rural settlements
be included in public areas; is it desirable that areas of afforestation
should be made part of such areas ; and what is to happen with
regard to agriculture and horticulture ? In other words, do we
want to create and to preserve a kind of open-air museum where
nature without any human activity is paramount; or do We want
to show the interacting between nature and man, as a reflection
of the ever-lasting problem of challenge and response, by including
man's work but restricting, at the same time, any new interference
with the natural landscape ? Further, access to these areas should
be convenient and attractive. A plan for the redistribution of
settlement will have to pay great attention to a systematic spacing
of these areas in relation to each other and, on the other hand, to
urban and rural settlements. There is, of course, a marked
difference between short-term and long-term recreations which
vM have its bearing on the accessibility, although good access is
essential in all cases.
I& tifatibr evidence before the National Park Committee in 1931
tfce T0wn Planning Institute stated:
National Parks should be component partis of a natibn-wide
scheme 'af prfeways, parks, opea spaces; and playing fields, linked
tqgethof fef ttongjh t*$ffie imds which are not development mads.
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